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1919 MStreet, N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re:

Dear Ms. Searcy:

RECEIVED

'.29 t99l
FEOEIW.~TItJI8~

(JftECJTH££RaMY

Transmitted on behalf of the Atlantic Coast Conference
are an original and nine copies of the its Comments in the above
referenced proceeding. We would appreciate your assistance in dis
tributing a personal copy of the Atlantic Coast Conference's Comments
to each Commissioner.

Thank you for your
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COMMENTS OF THE. ATLANTIC COASt CONFERENCE

,The Atlantic coast cont.ranea ("ACC") su»m!ts these

comments in response to the Commission'.~ of rngu1[¥

(IINoticeU
) in this proc••d1n9. The Ace haa continue4 to expand

the sports prOiramm1ng available to television viewera by sup

plement1nq ovar-the-air broadcaats with oable carriaqe ot addi

tional sporting avant.. Thus; tha ACe's relationship with Home

Team Sports (tlWI'S"), a req10nal oabla aports programming ••rvice,

has not decreased eXisting broadoast ooverage or ~cc football and

men's baske~bal1 games, ~ut haa expanded ita television coverage

to inclUde other sports, particularlY women's aport., for which

broadcasters have shown little or no interest.

The Notioe state. that the comm1••ion intendS to

focus on professional sports and college football and basketball.

Notice at ~5. It also $eeks information aDout cable carriag_

of sports "proqramminq that ot.herwise would ,nQ~.,have been t~raf
t'lo. or <.iopies rec'd ()__
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mitted via vidQO at all, 14 and ~pecitically que.tiona whether the

pUblic is "better $erv~d by th. currant mix [of broadca~t and

cable sport;; proqrarn.mingJ than it wa.s before?" l£. at ~30. In

these comments, cha Ace providas information addr.ssing eaoh of

these issues.

The Ace is oornprisea ot the tollowing universities:

Clemson University; DUke University; Florida State University;

Georgia Institute of Technoloqyi North Carolina State university

at Raleigh; university ot Maryland; univer8ity or North Carolina

at Chapel Hil11 university ot v1rqinia; and Wake Forest Univer

sity. Ace football and man'. ba.ketball games have be.n and

continue to be widely available on broadcaat television. Through

its agreement with HTS, the ACe has expanded its television

coverage to a variety of ACC men'a and women' ••portinq events

othar than !ootball and men's baS~Gtball, tor which ~roadcasters

have shown no interest.

Through it. membership in tbe Colleqe Football A.so

c1ation (UCYA"),· certain football qame. involving' Ace teams

are televised nationally or regionally purauant to an Agreement

between A8C/ESPN and the CFA. The teleVision ri9hta tor other

ACC football games which are not covered by the CFA Agreement are

held by the Jatfer.on pilot Sporta Division of Jefferson pilot

Commun1oations company (tiJetterson Pilot") pursuant to an agree

ment between Jefferson Pilot and the Ace. Jatterson pilot syn-



dicates approximately 13 additional Ace tootball gama. to indi

vidual broadcast atat10ns or to ESPN,

The taleviaion right.- tor A.CC m.n' s bAsketball games

are held jointly l;)y Raycom sports, !:1C, (tfRaycom") and Je!!erson

Pilot, do1nq business as Raycom sports/Jefferson pilot sports

Nstwork ("RJPNII). RJflN arranges for c.rtain men'. basketball

games involv1nq Ace teams to be televised nationally or raqion

ally by the broadcast networks and/or ESPN. Tho.e qames not

broadcast nationally or rei10nally by the networks or cableeast

by ESPN are syndicated by RJPN to individuAl broadcast stations.

The Ace agreement with HTS has been essential in pro

viding t~l~vision coverage tor a variety ot Ace sports events

other than football and ~en'8 basketball tor whioh broadoast

television networks or stations have shown little or no interest.

In particular, HTS has been instrumental in providing television

ooverage of Ace womAn's basketball. For example, this yAar HTS
-

provided live ooverage ot ••veral regular ••a.on women's bas-

ketball 9ames lnd the ACe ohampionship game. The ohampionship

game, which went into triple-overtime, was so exoiting that HTS

delayed its normal broadcast schedule in order to cover the game

in it~ entirety. I

I AS they had done with a previous isma between the
university ot Maryland and Univer.ity ot Vir9inia women's
basketball tea~s, HTS ana Adelphia Cable air.ad to make the
HTS feed of the championship qame available to broadcast
station WVIR-TV in Charlottesville, Virginia, .0 that all tans
ot the University of Virq1nia wom_n/s t.am could .88 the game.
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HTS also prov14el tha only television covera;. of a

variety of other Ace sports event.. pursuant to its aqreement

~ith the ACe, HTs teatur•• a weekly two-hour program entitled

"Ace sports sunday,'1 which will provid.e a total of mere than

fifty hours of televis.d ACe sporta events and hiqhlights. ACe

Sporta Sunday will provide ooveraq. ot ACe evants such •• men's

and women'. aw1mminq, traCK and field, soccer, volleyball, cross·

country ana women's tie14 hockey. HTS a180 ~ill cover the Ace

men's baseball finals and 21 other ACe championship 9am•••

In ahort, HTS ooveraq. of oertain ACC sports events has

not reSUlted in the "rn1qration" of ACe football and. men's basket

ball gam•• trom broaaca8t television to cable. Rather, HTS has

axpandad television coverage of a variety of other ACe sports

events which broadcast television n.tworks and stations have been

unwilling to earry.
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Re.pectfully IUbmitted,

Boulevar~

Carolina 27407


